SALEM COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

 FEBRUARY 25, 2009 MEETING MINUTES
At 7:30 PM, Director Ware opened the meeting.  Robin Weinstein led with a prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

                                  

  Director Ware stated that adequate notice pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act had been given of this meeting and read the Open Public Meeting Act Statement.

                                    On roll call, the following Freeholders were present:  Freeholders Timberman, (Lindenmuth was on his way), Bobbitt, Hogan, Acton, Cross, and Director Ware.

Motion was made by Deputy Director Timberman to dispense with the reading of the Minutes of the January 17th Executive Session, the February 4th Regular meeting; and the February 4th Budget meeting and that the Minutes be received, approved and recorded in the Minute book.  Freeholder Bobbitt seconded her motion.  The motion carried by a hand vote of 6/0.

Deputy Director Timberman moved for a waiver of the Rules of the Board for tonight’s Freeholder meeting for Resolution No. 6.  Freeholder Bobbitt seconded her motion, which carried a hand vote of 6/0.

Jack Kugler was recognized by Director Ware and he gave a brief update of the Nursing Home.  He stated that major improvement had been made; was pleased with the progress, but that there was a long way to go.  He also thanked Dawn Chew, a new employee, who has been an asset to the Nursing Home.  He stated a couple things that are in the works – creating an advisory committee and designating four rooms strictly for rehabilitation.
Freeholder Timberman read from a prepared statement regarding the new Tourism WEBsite.  Chairman of the Tourism Advisory Council, Brian Duffy, spoke briefly.  Mike Toffinelli gave a brief overview of the new Tourism WEBsite and Reggie Scott demonstrated the new Tourism WEBsite.

Leroy Pierce of Emergency Services was recognized.  He gave a brief history of the Medal of Valor Award.  He and Freeholder Lindenmuth presented the Medal of Valor to Paramedic Nick Franceschini for going above and beyond the call of duty during a rescue operation.

Proclamation Recognizing the NAACP’s One Hundredth Anniversary


The forgoing Proclamation was presented by Freeholder Lindenmuth.

Proclamation Recognizing March as
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month


As there was no one in the audience to receive the foregoing Proclamation, Clerk of the Board Gage read a portion of it.
CORRESPONDENCE


GENERAL

Joseph F. Janocha, PE, Regulatory Affairs Manager, PHI Rates and Technical Services, Atlantic City Electric – copy of a Notice of Filing and Public Hearings related to a petition filed by ACE at the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities seeking Board approval to implement and administer an Infrastructure Investment Program and approval of an associated cost recovery mechanism
Homeland Security – notice that Auburn Volunteer Fire Company has been awarded a grant from the Department of Homeland’s Security Assistance to Firefighters Grants

Joseph Picciano, Deputy Director preparedness, Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness – notice of the progress in completing the projects identified with the FY06 and FY07 Homeland Security Grant Program

Robert M. Goodman, Executive Director, New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station, Rutgers School of Environmental and Biological Sciences – notice that the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station endorses the 2009 Plans & Estimates of the Salem County Mosquito Extermination Commission

South Jersey Resource Conservation and Development Council – copy of the January 21, 2009 Minutes
John Sullivan, Senior Right of Way Negotiator, Department of Transportation – notice that the Relocation & Property management Unit of the New Jersey Department of Transportation has authorized a parcel of land in Carney’s Point Township to sold as excess surplus property

Stephen Dilts, Commissioner, Department of Transportation – notice that Salem County will receive an allotment of $100,000 from the Transportation Trust Fund for the rehabilitation of Kings Highway over Oldmans Creek

Salem County Association of Local Government – copy of the January 22, 2009 Minutes
Atlantic County – resolution requesting State Legislation regarding general assistance jurisdictions
Monmouth County – resolution opposing Legislation that would require deferral of Half a Billion Dollars in pension payments

Morris County – resolution opposing Assembly Bill No. 3686 which seeks to transfer the governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse and control of the Drug Enforcement Demand Reduction Funds to the New Jersey Department of Human Services

Borough of Chatham, Morris County – resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Chatham opposing proposed Legislation that would require deferral of Half a Billion Dollars in pension payments

Somerset County – 3 resolutions:

· resolution opposing Assembly Bill No. 3686 which proposes the transfer of the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse to the New Jersey Department of Human Services

· resolution supporting Assembly Bill No. 139 amending N.J.S. 2C:43-10 and requiring reimbursement to the County for the cost of housing state-sentenced prisoners in county correctional facilities

· resolution opposing proposed legislation that would require deferral of Half a Billion Dollars in pension payments

Elmer Borough – resolution regarding South Main Street resurfacing

Elsinboro Township – resolution requesting the reduction of the speed limit on a portion of Tilbury Road
Oldmans Township – 2 resolutions:

· resolution requesting a change in the control of the traffic at the intersection of Mill Street and Railroad Avenue
· resolution requesting a review of the intersection of Perkintown Road and Pennsville-Pedricktown Road  and make it a four way stop
Pilesgrove Township – resolution granting final approval to the Mulligan Development Easement purchase application and committing to a cost sharing arrangement under the Township Planning Incentive Grant

Deborah Turner-Fox – 2 letters:

· resignation as a member of the Tourism Advisory Board

· resignation as a member of the Human Relations Advisory Board

Louic C. Joyce, Director of Planning – copy of the 2008 Subdivision and Site Plan Applications approved by the Salem County Planning Board
Charles M. Miller, Sheriff – 2 pieces of correspondence:

· announcing the appointment of Undersheriff Theodore D. Vengenock

· submission of a five-year plan for use of the Document Trust Fund Monies

Douglas Wright, CFO – copy of the 2008 Annual Financial Statement

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

For the Month of January 2009

Adjuster


Office for the Disabled



Mental Health



Office on Aging


Emergency Services & Staff Meeting dates


Improvement Authority – Nursing Home


Weights & Measures

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION MINUTES

Community College Board of Trustees January 15, 2009 Minutes
Youth Services Commission meeting schedule

Commission on Women January 13, 2009 Minutes
Motion was made by Deputy Director Timberman to accept and file the correspondence, departmental reports, and the committee and commission reports and be made a part of the Minutes.  The motion was seconded by Freeholder Lindenmuth. The motion was carried by a hand vote of 7/0. 

Motion was made by Deputy Director Timberman that all Bills and Claims, when properly signed and audited, be paid and charged to their respective accounts.  The motion was seconded by Freeholder Lindenmuth.  The motion was carried by a hand vote of 7/0.

Motion was made by Deputy Director Timberman that the Treasurer’s Report be received and filed, subject to audit, and that a copy be made available to the public, upon request, for its review.  Freeholder Lindenmuth seconded her motion.  The motion carried a hand vote of 7/0.
Director Ware stated that if no Freeholder objected, the resolutions would be read in bulk.

R. 2009-121

ADMINISTRATIVE

Resolution to Temporarily Rescind Resolution 2005-478
Concerning Freeholder Cost of Living Adjustments

R. 2009-122

ADMINISTRATIVE

Resolution for the Appointment of a Member to the
Salem County Pollution Control Financing Authority
(Sherman Wood)
R. 2009-123

ADMINISTRATIVE

Resolution of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Salem, New Jersey,
Authorizing and Consenting to the Issuance of
Governmental Loan Revenue Bonds
(County Capital Improvement and Equipment Project), Series 2009,
in One or More Series, by the Salem County Improvement Authority
to Provide Financing for Certain Capital Improvements
and the Acquisition of Certain Capital Equipment in and for the County

R. 20090-124

ADMINISTRATIVE

Resolution of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Salem, New Jersey
Authorizing the Issuance, Sale and Award of up to $9,854,000 of its
General Obligation Bonds, Series 2009 in Connection with the
Salem County Improvement Authority’s Governmental Loan Revenue Bonds (County Capital Improvement and Equipment Project), Series 2009;
Authorizing and Approving the Execution and Delivery of a
Loan and Security Agreement in Connection therewith;
Authorizing and Approving the Issuance and Sale of its
General Obligation Bonds to Secure the
County’s Payment Obligations Related thereto;
and Making Certain Determinations and Covenants in Connection therewith
and Authorizing such Further Actions Related thereto
R. 2009-125

ADMINISTRATIVE

Resolution Authorizing the
Salem County Department of Public Information & Tourism
to Apply for
NJ Division Travel and Tourism Cooperative Marketing Grant Funds
Deputy Director Timberman moved for adoption of these five resolutions, with Freeholder Lindenmuth seconding her motion.  On discussion, Freeholder Acton stated that she was in favor of Farmland Preservation and the construction/rehabilitation of our roadways, but had some concerns about bonding money for 20 years with some having a life expectancy of less than ten.                 Freeholder Cross further stated "Mr. Director, I also would like to comment on this Bond resoultion.  Much like Julie, I agree with several parts of the bond.  One, Farmland Preservation.  It allowed us to purchase the Seabrooke Property, allowing Salem County to secure the number one spot in the State [maintaining what makes us unique].  Two, Transportation Infrastructure.  These improvements are necessary because our economic development depends on it, such as the Gateway Center.  Three, our Correction Facility.  It will allow for some necessary repairs/improvements that have been placed on the back burner and allow the facility to move forward and to also avert any major issues from arising in the future.
  However, like Julie, I have to disagree with the bonding for items such as computers who's useful life will be outlived by fifteen (15) years at bond maturity?  Also, because I was on the other side of the wall when this bond was put in motion, I had the benefit that my peers did not in that four or five months since, we have approached the worst economy since the Great Depression and during that time, the interest rates on the [bond] notes have increased significantly in that time as well... all at a time when the people of Salem County cannot afford any additional spending."
  As there was no further discussion, the motion for adoption of the foregoing resolutions carried a hand vote of 7/0.

R. 2009-126

HEALTH

Resolution Authorizing the
Freeholder Director and the Clerk of the Board to Approve the
Application for the
New Jersey Cancer Education and Early Detection Services for Salem County

R. 2009-127

HEALTH

Resolution Extending an Interlocal Health Services Agreement
between the Cumberland County Board of Health and the
Salem County Board of Chosen Freeholders

Freeholder Cross moved for adoption of these two resolutions, with Freeholder Bobbitt seconding his motion.  As there was no discussion, the motion for adoption of the foregoing resolutions carried a hand vote of 7/0.

R. 2009-128

SOCIAL SERVICES

Resolution Authorizing an Inter-Local Agreement between the
Salem County Board of Chosen Freeholders and
Certain Municipalities of Salem County for the Provision of
Transportation Services under the
Senior Citizen and Disabled Resident Transportation Assistance Act
R. 2009-129

SOCIAL SERVICES

Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of Services for the
Personal Assistance Services Program (PASP) from the All About Care LLC

R. 2009-130

SOCIAL SERVICES

Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of Services for the
Personal Assistance Services Program (PASP) from the ARC of Salem County

Freeholder Hogan moved for adoption of these three resolutions, with Deputy Director Timberman seconding his motion.  As there was no discussion, the motion for adoption of the foregoing resolutions carried a hand vote of 7/0.

R. 2009-131

PLANNING, AGRICULTURE & TRANSPORTATION

Resolution for the Appointment of a Member to the
Salem County Planning Board
(Robert Widdifield)
Deputy Director Timberman moved for adoption of this resolution, with Freeholder Cross seconding her motion.  As there was no discussion, the motion for adoption of the foregoing resolutions carried a hand vote of 7/0.

R. 2009-132

PUBLIC WORKS

Resolution Authorizing Purchase for Maintenance of
Existing Electronic Document Management System for the
Salem County Office of Archives and Records Management
R. 2009-133

PUBIC WORKS

Resolution Rejecting Submitted Bids for
ADA Improvements and Related Work at the
Old Salem County Court House for the County of Salem

R. 2009-134

PUBLIC WORKS

Resolution to Approve Application for
Motorist Solicitation Pursuant to Resolution No. 98-115
(Norma-Alliance Fire & Rescue)

Freeholder Bobbitt moved for adoption of these three resolutions, with Freeholder Lindenmuth seconding his motion.  As there was no discussion, the motion for adoption of the foregoing resolutions carried a hand vote of 7/0.


Under New Business, Freeholder Acton stated that she had met with the WIB Board and they have received grant funding to revive the Summer Youth Program Countywide. She stated as the details are worked out she will keep the Freeholders informed.

Freeholder Lindenmuth spoke about the Budget; continuing that he had asked the Sheriff and the Prosecutor to reduce the number of cars in their departments, which was done.  Freeholder Bobbitt stated that the Road Department had already reduced the usage of vehicles as a cost savings.  Director Ware stated that this is a “team” approach to reduce the Budget.

Freeholder Timberman gave a Social Services report and spoke about the Welfare Office.  With the poor economy and many people being laid off, the Welfare Office has been facing an increased volume of people needing their services.


Freeholder Hogan commended the Freeholder Board in cutting the Budget.  Director Ware stated that these are the toughest times since the Depression and that we all need to stick together.


Sherman Wood, of LAC, thanked the Board for appointing him to the Pollution Control Finance Authority.
Motion was made by Deputy Director Timberman to adjourn the meeting, with Freeholder Lindenmuth seconding her motion.  All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 8:29 PM.

Respectfully Submitted

Earl R. Gage

Clerk of the Board
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